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RESPONSE TO SPECIES ELECTION REQUIREMENT 



This paper is responsive to the Office action mailed from the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office on June 30, 2004. The Office action indicates that there are seven patently distinct species 
depicted in the figures and that claim 1 is generic. A summary of the species follows: 

Species I: FIG. 1 A 

Species II: FIG. 2 

Species III: FIG. 3A 

Species IV: FIG. 3B 

Species V: FIG. 4A 

Species VI: FIG 5A 

Species VII: FIG. 5B 
The Office action further indicates that there are three patently distinct subspecies of 
tissue guiders depicted in the figures. A summary of the subspecies follows: 

Subspecies 1 : FIG. 3 A 

Subspecies 2: FIG. 3E 

Subspecies 3: FIG. 3F 
Applicants hereby elect Species V, as represented by FIG. 4A, with traverse. Applicants 
submit that at least claims 1-10 and 13-26 are readable on FIG. 4A. Applicants further elect 
Subspecies 1 , as represented by FIG. 3 A, with traverse. 



1 



Application Serial No. 10/067,488 

Response to Office action Dated June 30, 2004 



CONCLUSION 

Applicants respectfully request entry of this response and allowance of claims 1-10 and 
13-26 in due course. The Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned attorney to discuss 
any outstanding issues. 
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